
2018 Illinois
Essay Contest
For students in Grades 6 through 12
Any Lutheran student or student in a

Lutheran school is eligible

Contest Guidelines

1. Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2018
Conference theme: “From Age to Age the Same” and Conference 
bible verse: “You have been borne by me from before your birth, 
carried from the womb; even to your old age I am he, and to gray 
hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry 
and will save.” Isaiah 46:3b-4

2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but are
not limited to: abortion, the handicapped, infanticide, cloning, 
stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia.

3. The Lutherans For Life mission statement is "Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For 
Life." All essays must focus on the 2018 Conference Theme above, the Conference Bible verse above 
and the LFL mission statement. The enclosed rubric, FOCUS section, explains this further.

4. The teacher (or Pastor in the case of a Lutheran student not in a Lutheran school) will determine the top
essay and submit only one essay for each of the age categories below. The enclosed rubric illustrates
what will be used to assess the essays to determine a winner.

5. The student's name, Church/School, grade level, address, and email address must appear on the essay.
In addition, the teacher's (or Pastor's) name, address, phone number, and email address must also be
submitted with the essay on a separate page.

6. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then
included in a bibliography at the end.

7. Students in grades 6-8 should submit essays up to 400 words while students in grades 9-12 should
submit essays no longer than 750 words.

8. Essays and the Teacher/Pastor information should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word to
lakamps@gmail.com by March 15, 2018. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.

9. There will be a $100 award for the first place essay in each of the two categories at the State of Illinois
level, $75 for the second place essay, and $50 for the third place essay. The first place essay from each
of the two categories will advance to the national contest.

10. The Grand Prize for the national contest winning entry at each level is $250 plus free conference 
registration to the 2018 National Conference and a one night stay at the conference hotel.

11. For more information on the contest, contact Deb Lakamp at lakamps@gmail.com.

12. For access to resources on the sanctity of life, visit www.lutheransforlife.org.






